
Clay County Historical Society 

Board of Director’s Meeting 

Tuesday, March 20, 2017 – 9:00 a.m. 

1. Roll Call:  

Members present- Dan C., Gloria H., Catlin C., Lisa J., Ruth B., Maxine J., Marvin W., Judy S., Art R., 

Erin B., Wes P., Jim S. 

2. Gloria made a motion to adopt the agenda, Ruth Seconded. 

3. Lenni Billberg, a VHS history teacher attended our meeting, and reported on a special trip she took to 

the Marine Base at Camp Pendleton in California. The trip was funded by the Des Moines, Iowa 

recruiting office, for teachers and counselors from our area. She talked about participating in Marine 

basic training for 1 week to get insight into the life of a Marine. She did a great job explaining about 

her week at camp. Dan suggested that Lenni bring her student to the Austin Whittemore House for a 

lesson on the history of Vermillion, and our organization. 

4. Maxine made a motion to accept the minutes from February 2017, Art seconded. 

5. Lisa made a motion to accept the financial report, Gloria seconded. 

6. Executive Director’s Report:  

Wes has been busy at the AWH with Baby showers, and a group of USD students who are doing 

research on fallen heroes from our area. They will be giving a presentation on their research. Wess is 

going to attend. 

A production company was in Vermillion doing a show for a program call Investigative Discovery. 

They filmed a portion of the show at the AWH. The story is about the disappearance of the Jackson 

and Miller girls back in the 1970’s. 

Art made a motion to buy ads from the Nebraska Journal, a newspaper from Northeast Nebraska to 

promote the AWH. Maxine seconded. Ruth made a motion to buy ads from Scott Munger for the 

Vermillion Discover Catalog for summer, Gloria seconded. 

Wess would like to help and input on the cost for the yard maintenance. 

7. Old Business: 

A. Ruth put a membership price in the newsletter. 

B. Erin showed us a sample of the brochure she has been working on, with great pictures and 

information. It is still a work in progress. 

C. ADA Ramp – Jim and Gene have been talking about ideas for the ramp. Most on the board 

liked the idea of using the south side of the porch. As soon as a plan is drawn up and a 

budget is worked out, we can apply for a grant. 

D. The Chamber of Commerce luncheon will be held on March 30. Wess will get a head count 

so we all know what we need to bring. 

E. Annual meeting: Thursday, April 6 at 6:30 pm Coffee and cookies will be served. 



 

F. Historical Preservation would like to be involved in the ice cream social in June. They may 

want to do a presentation of some sort at the social to promote Historic Preservation in Clay 

County. 

G. Today, Tuesday March 21 we will host the County Commissioners for a luncheon. 

 

8. New Business: 

Caitlin wrote up a resolution (see attached) to close the account at First Dakota Bank. Art made a 

motion to get this done. Maxine seconded the motion. Lisa signed the resolution so Caitlin could 

close the account. 

9. Board Members Comments: George Roetman, is a member of the Dakota Classic Cruisers’ (a classic 

car club in Vermillion) talked about the history of this group. They have been looking for an emblem 

from the original group called The Sculls to replicate. They would like to have one of these emblems 

at the house for historic records. 

Lenni Billberg is doing her Masters’ Thesis on Larry Madson’s story from his time in Vietnam. We 

would like her to do a presentation for her thesis paper at the AWH, for anyone wanting to attend. 

 

Motion to adjourn by Maxine, Caitlin seconded. 

 

Lisa Johnson,  

Recording Secretary 


